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Youth Family and Education 
 

 I would like to begin by congratulating the organisers of the meeting on 

having chosen this topic for the round table within the framework of reflection on 

the future of Europe. At the same time, I would like to thank you for inviting me 

to participate in this conference, which is very enriching for all of us who are 

concerned and to some extent feel responsible for the future of Europe. 

 

 The first idea I would like to raise and share with you is the intense 

interrelationship between the themes of the title of this session: Family, Youth, 

and Education. These are mutually involved and influential. They are not three 

separate themes or realities. 

 The family is the basis on which the others are supported and founded. 

At the same time, depending on the values that shape the youth and the 

content and meaning that we give to education, we will have a vision and 

configuration of the family with more solid and valuable family projects. 

Education understood in its fullest meaning is that which humanizes the person, 

which allows them to become what they should be. 

 

 With my professional background, I am more suited to speak about 

education.  The Foundation I preside over has the mission of improving 

education by creating proposals based on socio-educational analysis. It is from 

research and socio-educational analysis where we base the strong interrelation 

between Family, Education, and Youth. It is crucial to deepen this analysis 

within the framework of the future and the European values proposed to us in 

this meeting. 
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1. Let's start with the first aspect, family. The key to this aspect is: Parents as 

first educators. It is more important than ever at this time to underline the 

mission and responsibility of the family and its corresponding rights and 

obligations with regard to the education of children. This position has a broad 

legal basis and is also widely supported by evidence with regards to the 

influence of family motivation and the relationship between family and school in 

the educational results as we will see below. 

 

A. Legal basis: The position of international law is very clear on this point. Article 

13.3 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

states that: 
 

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect 

for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to choose 

for their children schools, other than those established by the public 

authorities, which conform to such minimum educational standards as 

may be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the religious 

and moral education of their children in conformity with their own 

convictions. 

 

On its part, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights also refers in 

Article 18 to the freedom of parents in the context of the right to freedom of 

thought, conscience and religion: 

 

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and 

religion. This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or 

belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually or in community with 

others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 

worship, observance, practice and teaching. 4. The States Parties to the 

present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents 

and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral 

education of their children in conformity with their own convictions. 
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The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union states in its 

preamble: 

Conscious of its spiritual and moral heritage, the Union is founded on 

the indivisible, universal values of human dignity, freedom, equality and 

solidarity; it is based on the principles of democracy and the rule of law. 

It places the individual at the heart of its activities, by establishing 

the citizenship of the Union and by creating an area of freedom, security 

and justice. 

 

Finally, Article 14.3 dedicated to the Right to Education establishes that: 

2. The freedom to found educational establishments with due respect for 

democratic principles and the right of parents to ensure the education 
and teaching of their children in conformity with their religious, 
philosophical and pedagogical convictions shall be respected, in 

accordance with the national laws governing the exercise of such 

freedom and right. 

 

B. Pedagogical foundation. The international study Pisa 2016 has dedicated a 

section of its context study to the involvement of parents in education. Referring 

to some authors and studies, it affirms that “Parental involvement can also 

contribute to a socially connected school where students, teachers, parents and 

the school principal share ideas and work together, usually to create a positive 

learning environment.” From the questionnaires about educational context 

addressed to principals and parents, high consideration is given to parental 

involvement, although these are often associated with the existence of 

problems with the children and are therefore more commonly associated with 

low performance. 

  

 A recent study published by our Foundation on Improving school performance 

with the crisis: data and hypotheses, points to the influence of the family 

environment and the attitude of parents in periods of crisis on the improvement 

of academic results. 
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The data on the influence of ISEC as a predictor of educational outcomes 

underlines the influence of the socio-cultural context rather than the economic. 

In fact, in a study carried out by our Foundation on early school leavers in the 

Balearic Islands, the determining factor was the lack of family motivation to 

overcome the opportunity cost of continuing to study. 

 

These laws and studies justify the rights of the parents concerning the 

education of children. And it answers the question, stated in the Thematic 

aspects prepared for this meeting, is the natural family a kind of a remnant of 

the past that hinders the emancipation of individuals, in a freer and egalitarian 

society? 

 

Recently in an address of the ministry of education to the Spanish Parliament it 

was stated that the right to education always falls on individuals who are 

subjects of learning, it does not fall on families, territories or religions. Who 

cannot agree with this important nuance? Let us overcome the discrepancies by 

understanding that rights are always individual. 

 

We observe a tendency to put them aside with the consequent danger of 

manipulation by public powers that may not respect the principle of neutrality. 

The principle of subsidiarity must be vindicated. We have to strengthen the 
commitment of civil society by fostering more initiatives with corporations 
and organisations in the educational sector. 
 

 

2. But what education are we talking about? What education do we need for 

the future of Europe? To educate, as its Latin root educere (to lead, to become) 

indicates, means the process of developing as a person, carrying out the project 

of their life. 

 

Education as a fundamental human right. Article 26 of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights states in paragraph 2: 
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Education shall be directed to the full development of the human 

personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 

friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further 

the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace. 

 

And paragraph 3 says Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of 

education that shall be given to their children. 

 

On one hand, it points us to the objective of the fundamental right: the full 

development of the human personality. On the other hand, it insists on the right 

of parents. Thus, education is described as a social right, a right to provision 

and, at the same time, a right to freedom.  The State assumes the position of 

guarantor of this fundamental right at the service of society and the individual. 

The principle of subsidiarity, characteristic of the European Union, in its 

broadest conception, subordinates the action of the State and society to the 

individual and to his or her development, among other means, through 

education. 

 

Last week I took part in a conference in Thessaloniki organised by EIN called 

Investment and Innovation in education. The second part focused on new 

technologies and digitisation. The Commission's Digital Agenda was presented 

by the Director accompanied by a message from the Commissioner. The 

integration of new media and instruments in education is essential, but it would 

be a big mistake if we were to forget its instrumental character. They are at the 

service of full personal and social development. They are not ends but means. 

That is why it is essential to stress more than ever education as a collection of 

complete educational projects which have at the centre the individual person. 

And I am going to show this with some positive examples of initiatives at 

European level that we are working on. 

 

a) “ACTive citizenship projects to enhance pupils’ social and civic 

competences (ACT)”. The Ministers of Education of 4 EU countries 
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(France, Greece, United Kingdom and Spain) amd 7 centers of 

investigation (CIEP y CNESCO, LSE, École d’Économie de Paris, 

Université de Cergy-Pontoise, University of Athens and the European 

Foundation of Society and Education) have been awarded the project 

Erasmus and have the objective of promoting fundamental values of 

citizenship through education. It will centre on three main categories: 

democratic compromise, tolerance and inclusion, and civic competence 

 

b) The Whole Child Development (WCD) project was started by Foundation 

Porticus and it proposes a holistic vision of education, in which the child is 

at the centre of an interconnected environment and develops core values 

and capabilities for life. 

 

c) A sample of the growing international tendency to value other 

competences and dimensions of education is that PISA wants to include in 

the next edition indicators that reflect them under the denomination of 

Global Competence. What is global competence? Global competence is a 

multidimensional capacity. Globally competent individuals can examine 

local, global and intercultural issues, understand and appreciate different 

perspectives and world views, interact successfully and respectfully with 

others, and take responsible action toward sustainability and collective well-

being. 

 

In synthesis I would like to underline the importance of the development of 

critical thinking, which helps to discern the positive from the negative. Facing 

what Benedict XVI calls the “dictatorship of relativism” that led him to call out an 

educational emergency, said:  "without the light of truth, sooner or later every 

person is condemned to doubt the goodness of his own life and the 

relationships that constitute it, the validity of his commitment to build with others 

something in common.”  This seems to me to be the educational priority. 

 

For all of this the training of the teaching staff is fundamental. The quality of the 

teaching staff is the factor that most influences the improvement of education 
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along with educational leadership. Promoting teaching professions that attract 

the most valuable and motivated is an urgent priority. There is currently growing 

concern in Europe about the average age of teachers and access and entry to 

the teaching career. There is also concern about the profile, role and training of 

principals and about the autonomy of educational institutions that promotes 

quality and innovation, while at the same time rooting a culture of evaluation as 

a tool for improvement. 

 

3. The focus on youth. We have spoken of the family, of the role of parents in the 

education of children, of education in its fullest sense. Now it is up to us to 

conclude by saying that all that has been said so far is a function of the 

centrality of the subject being educated: the learner is the authentic 
protagonist of education.  
 

To the extent that education aims at full personal and social development, 

education and freedom are one and the same thing. Education makes us fully 

free, capable of assuming responsibility for our own actions, of making choices 

according to our lives. Educating for and in freedom must be the basis of all 

social policy. Each student is unique, unrepeatable, and must be the centre of 

the teaching-learning process. This requires personalizing education more, 

because there is a deficit of mentoring. Young people are asking us for 

coherence, meaning, references. For our part, we have to show a sincere 

attitude of interest and listening that makes it easier for them to feel interested 

and responsible. 

 

If the family and the school coherently transmit an education in the critical sense 

and an education in freedom, the youth of Europe will respond to the ideals that 

always characterize them: commitment, ideals, ambition to improve the world, 

sense of justice and hope. 

 

But in order to do that, we have to form better character and attitudes.  It is 

being re-emphasized following several studies from the United States. 

Professor Henry Levin from Columbia University points out the importance of 
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soft skills in performance and when he lists them, they are a set of human 

attitudes and virtues. Last year from the Foundation we carried out a Mapping in 

Europe on a vision of education based on a holistic approach. The WCD is 

based on the interconnection of eight fundamental dimensions of the person. 

Through case studies and interviews there is a growing interest in a systemic 

change in the school that affects all actors: parents, teachers and pupils and is 

based on a more complete education that favours the full development of the 

person. 

 

To recapitulate: 

  

1. Family policies must be put at the centre of actions for the future of 
Europe. Many civil and religious organisations have much to contribute in 

supporting the family and in forming the social fabric of solidarity and 

commitment to the values of justice and freedom. We must underline the role of 

parents as the main educators of their children. 

  

2. European institutions and governments must look at the most essential 

aspects that give content and depth to our society: the values and attitudes of 
citizens, taking advantage of the new initiatives that are emerging to improve 

education. 

 

3. Promote measures that improve the quality of the teaching staff. This 

starts with their preparation and access to the teaching profession and the 

consequent social recognition. Educational leadership should also centre 

around more personalised educational projects and a pedagogical autonomy 

together with a culture of evaluation that drives processes of continuous 

improvement. 

 

4. Ultimately, make young people protagonists of their learning with training in 
critical thinking that develops their freedom and social responsibility. 

Developing an attitude of listening and involving them in decision making will 

help activate their social commitment and drive improvement in communities.  


